
               

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

AND RECORD OF ACTION 
 

June 3, 2003 
 
FROM: KEN A. MILLER, Director 
 Department of Public Works - Transportation 
 
SUBJECT: CEQA EXEMPTION FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENTS TO ARROW ROUTE IN THE 

UPLAND AREA, EL MIRAGE ROAD IN THE EL MIRAGE AREA, AND 
RIDGECREST ROAD AT THE INTERSECTION OF PEBBLE BEACH DRIVE IN 
THE SPRING VALLEY LAKE AREA 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   Find that the projects for road improvements to Arrow Route in the 
Upland area, El Mirage Road in the El Mirage area, and a traffic signal on Ridgecrest Road at the 
intersection of Pebble Beach Drive in the Spring Valley Lake area are exempt under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Class 1, Section 15301(c) {Minor Alterations}; and 
(2) Approve the projects as defined in the Notice of Exemptions and direct the Clerk of the Board 
to post the Notice of Exemptions.   
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Analysis of the existing asphalt concrete pavement along 
Arrow Route (from Central Avenue to Benson Avenue) indicates that the roadway needs to be 
repaired by pulverizing the existing asphalt pavement. El Mirage Road has an existing hump near 
the intersection of Grey Mountain Road that obstructs the view of vehicles turning onto El Mirage 
Road.  Department staff has determined that the roadway needs to be lowered to eliminate the 
hump and increase the level of safety.  The traffic counts at the intersection of Ridgecrest Road 
and Pebble Beach Drive indicates that a traffic signal is warranted.  Accordingly the Department 
proposes to install a traffic signal, striping, and curb ramp.  All work for these projects will be 
performed within the existing road right-of-way.   
 
Environmental staff of the Advance Planning Division of the Land Use Services Department has 
reviewed these items and recommended a categorical exemption for these projects.  These 
projects qualify for an exemption in accordance with CEQA guidelines Section 15301(c).  Exempt 
projects allow for minor repairs and alterations with negligible expansion of the existing use.  As 
such, when the Board considers the environmental findings, the filing of a Notice of Exemption is 
required. 
 
REVIEW BY OTHERS:   These items were reviewed by Deputy County Counsel Charles S. 
Scolastico on May 13, 2003 and by the County Administrative Office (Norm Kanold, AAO) on May 
23, 2003. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT:  The action to find these projects categorically exempt have minimal 
financial impact.  Separate items will be brought to the Board to approve the plans, specifications, 
and authorize advertisement for bids for construction of the projects.  The total project cost for 
Arrow Route is estimated at $180,000, which will be financed by Measure I funds (SWW-TRA-
TRA- 15 TO0970).  The total project cost for El Mirage Road is estimated at $300,000, which will 
be funded by Gas Tax funds (SAA-TRA-TRA 14 H13546).  The total project cost for Ridgecrest 
Road is estimated at $135,000, which will be funded by Federal Hazard Elimination Safety (HES) 
funds (SAA-TRA-TRA-17 HF0027).  The funding for these projects will be included in the Fiscal 
Year 2003/2004 Transportation Budget.  
 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT(S):   Arrow Route – 2nd District; El Mirage Road -1st District; and 
Ridgecrest Road – 1st District  
 
PRESENTER: Ken A. Miller, 387-7906 
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